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GARDEN STATE ATHLETIC CONFERENCE | GOLF CODE 
 

Section A - Regular Season Playing Regulations 
 

1. The season shall consist of 3 Tournaments plus the GSAC Tournament. All 
tournaments will be medal play, using a team that shall consist of four (4) to six (6) 
players. 

2. United States Golf Association (USGA) rules will be in effect at all times.  
3. Rules for stroke play shall prevail for all members.  
4. A team must have at least four (4) players, otherwise a forfeit is taken. Women may 

participate in team scoring. They will utilize women’s tees. 
5. Dual match competition: Players will play in foursomes. Coaches must play their 

better players for ability sequence (1 to 6); this should be understood as in coach’s 
etiquette. In case one team has six (6) players and the other team has four (4), then 
the 1 and 2 players should be sent out in a foursome and the remaining players in 
threesomes. 

6. No caddies. If allowed by course, spectators or motor carts will be allowed on the 
course during competition. 

7. Statistical reports should be sent to the chairperson of the golf committee. 
8. The following starting times are desired for tournaments: 11 am or 12 noon. 
9. Postponement/Cancellation of matches: 

A. Prior to starting: 
 1) If course is closed; or  
 2) by mutual consent of colleges involved. 
B. After starting: 
 1) if less than four players have completed nine holes the match should be 
 rescheduled; 
 2) if four or more players have completed at least nine holes, the lowest  total of 
scores up to the hole completed by the number four players shall  be the winning 
score. 

10. Four part Conference Score Sheets will be utilized at all tournaments. 
11. Scoring will be as follows: 

i. Scoring will be based on the four (4) lowest individual stroke scores added 
together with the lowest team total winning the match. 

ii. In case of a tie, the fifth (5th) lowest score is to be counted. 
iii. If the fifth (5th) scores tie, then the sixth (6th) scores count. 
iv. If all six total scores are tied, then the teams play off on a sudden death 

hole: the total of the four lowest scores count; then the fifth (5th); then 
the sixth (6th). Play continues on a hole-by-hole basis until the tie is 
broken. 

12. If a playoff cannot occur because of darkness or inclement weather, then the cards 
will be matched with the four lowest total score cards being matched first on a hole-
by-hole basis; then the fifth (5th); followed by the sixth (6th) if needed. 

13. When one team has four (4) players, the fifth (5th) and sixth (6th) scores will not be 
counted when the four tie and the sudden death rule will follow. The team with more 
than four players is allowed to play all players with their four lowest scores being 
counted in the playoff. 

14. Players will be penalized for failure to observe the rules of etiquette of golf. 
15. Improper behavior by tournament participants, as determined by the NJCAA Code of 

Conduct, will result in disqualification. 
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16. No players will be permitted back on the tournament course after completing the 
round except during playoffs. The penalty for breaking this rule is 2 strokes added to 
the score posted by that player. There is no penalty for congregating in the 
immediate vicinity of the 18th hole. 

17. Individuals will be paired together on the basis of average, and paired between teams 
of equal average (i.e., the number of top three teams will be paired together and the 
number two players from those three teams will be paired together, etc.). Pairings 
will be made in threesomes for the tournament. NOTE: The Tournament Director 
will decide the tournament format and will assign official duties to each coach 
present. 

18.  All players in each group will keep the score of each member of the group. Scores are 
to be checked and recorded at the completion of each hole. At the completion of the 
round, players will compare scores on each card, hole by hole. The most legible card 
is to be signed by all players in  the group and turned in to the official scorer. This 
card will be used in accordance with U.S.G.A. rules. U.S.G.A. policy will be followed 
in tabulating scores. NOTE: All infractions of the rules or etiquette must be 
 reported at this time or earlier. 

19. There will be no advice exchanged between competitors, or among teammates during 
their round. Coaches may give advice. 

20. Teams are required to wear an appropriate team uniform. Collared shirts required 
and no jeans are allowed. 

Section B - Officials 
Necessary rulings will be made by the residing USGA or PGA professional. 
 
Section C – Reporting of Scores 
Scores are sent to the chairperson of the GSAC Golf Committee. 
 
Section D - Conference Championships and All-GSAC Individuals 

1. GSAC Team championship shall be determined by the lowest team total of all GSAC 
Tournaments (3 Tournaments equal value - GSAC - double). In the event a team does 
not participate it will be given the highest point total, i.e. 8 teams, 8 pts... 

2. The All-Conference Team will be determined by order of finish in the GSAC 
Tournament. 

3. A rotating trophy shall be given to the low scoring team of four players. 
a. The GSAC Golf Tournament will be an 18-hole medal play event. 
b. Teams shall consist of a minimum of four players and a maximum of six. No 

more than six players may compete for a college. 
c. The team score for the day shall consist of the total of the four lowest players on 

the team. The team with the lowest total will be declared the winner. 
d. In the event of a team tie for the tournament, there will be a sudden death play-

off. If teams are tied and a play-off is not possible, the fifth (5th) lowest score is to 
be counted. If the fifth (5th) scores tie, then the sixth (6th) scores count. In the 
event that the tie still cannot be broken, a match of cards (four low scores) 
starting with the number one handicap hole, number two handicap hole, etc. 
until the tie is broken. 

e. If nine (9) holes are not completed by all participants, the round shall be 
canceled. 

Section F- Coach of the Year 
1. The Coach of the winning GSAC team will be named GSAC Coach of the Year.  
2. A certificate will be awarded to the Coach of the Year. 
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SECTION G Code of Conduct  
1. All members of teams including players, coaches, trainers, scorekeepers, and 

spectators will follow the Code of Conduct enforced by the National Junior College 
Athletic Association throughout all games. 

2. Only college issued team uniforms and clothing should be worn. Hats are optional 
but should be college issued. 

 
SECTION H NJCAA / Region XIX/GSAC Ejection Policy 

1. An athlete in any contest involving a Region XIX College who is ejected for violent 
conduct or fighting shall not be allowed to participate in the next two played contests 
as determined by the schedule of that institution. If this ejection occurs in the last 
contests of a given season, the suspension shall be in effect the first regular match of 
the player’s next season. 

2. Players and coaches will be ejected for the following:  
•Vulgar language 
•Tobacco products/smoking 
•Dress code violations 

3. If a player or coach is ejected, an ejection report must be filed with the Region 
Director. 

SECTION I Health and Safety 
1. In regard to an open wound, under circumstances when constant or profuse bleeding 

occurs, the participant shall be immediately removed from that contest by the coach 
or official and cannot return until the bleeding has stopped. 

2. The use of all tobacco products by any coach, player, official, or other individual 
involved in the conducting of any NJCAA sanctioned or sponsored regular season or 
post season play is prohibited within the confines of the playing area.  Any individual 
not in compliance shall be disqualified from further participation in that contest. 

 
SECTION J – Tobacco Use 
The use of all tobacco products by any coach, player, official, or other individual involved in the 
conducting of any NJCAA sanctioned or sponsored regular season or post season play is 
prohibited within the confines of the playing area.  Any individual not in compliance shall be 
disqualified from further participation in that contest. 
 
SECTION K- GSAC Member Breakdown 
 
North  
Bergen 
Brookdale 
Middlesex 
Morris 
Raritan Valley 
Union      
 

South 
Atlantic Cape (NJCAA-2012) 
Burlington 
Camden 
Del Tech 
Ocean  
Salem 

 


